Web-O-Rama Installation Instructions


NT Compatibility


Version 4.0 added full NT compatibility (NT 4.0 only). 


Installation Instructions


Zipped Version


You must use an unzip program designed for Windows 95 in order to unzip weborama.zip correctly. Using other unzip programs, such as PKUNZIP, will make the program impossible to install. If you e-mail me about this, you will get a terse response. There are a number of unzip programs designed for Windows 95 available on the Web. Please try using one of them BEFORE contacting me about installation problems. Unzip to an empty directory (or Windows \ Temp) and double-click setup.exe to install the program. After installation, the setup files can be deleted.


All Versions


Run setup.exe to install Web-O-Rama. If you’re installing from disk or CD, go to Run from the Start button and navigate to the disk or CD. Select setup.exe and run it. If you’re installing from an unzipped file, navigate to the directory containing the unzipped files and double-click on setup.exe to install.


To install an .exe-only update, find the Web-O-Rama program directory and rename “weborama.exe” something like “weborama.ex0” (if you have any problems with the update, you can always name it back to “weborama.exe”). Copy the new “weborama.exe” into the Web-O-Rama directory.


Some programs that are designed to load with Windows 95 and run in the background (such as Quarterdeck’s CleanSweep) will prevent Web-O-Rama from installing correctly and may cause severe problems if not turned off before installing Web-O-Rama. This is because some programs use Visual Basic support files that have to be updated by the Web-O-Rama installation program. Closing all open programs may not solve the problem. Turn off the options in those programs to load on startup and reboot before installing Web-O-Rama. Do not attempt to monitor the installation of Web-O-Rama with CleanSweep. After Web-O-Rama has been installed, the options can be turned back on. Web-O-Rama can be completely uninstalled using “Add/Remove Programs” in Control Panel. The uninstallation program was designed by Microsoft and seems to be 100% reliable.


Important Note: On some computers, Web-O-Rama’s installation program may appear to hang or stall for several minutes. This is not abnormal. Please wait for the installation program to finish. If you’ve given the installation program plenty of time and it’s truly stalled, use Ctrl+Alt+Del to abort the installation. Under this unusual circumstance, it’s better to turn off all programs that are running and try installing Web-O-Rama again before rebooting. If Web-O-Rama still refuses to install, use “Add/Remove Programs” (if possible) from Control Panel to delete Web-O-Rama before rebooting your computer.


Warning about Quarterdeck’s CleanSweep


For reasons known only to Quarterdeck’s programmers, recent versions of CleanSweep replace newer .dll and .ocx files with older versions. This may render certain programs (such as Web-O-Rama) inoperable (the most recent version of CleanSweep rendered my entire computer inoperable!). Any program that doesn’t work after installation of CleanSweep will need to be reinstalled with CleanSweep turned off. CleanSweep is not affected by reinstalling Web-O-Rama.


Warning about Iomega’s Find It


Iomega’s catalog program, Find It, replaces newer .dll and .ocx files with older versions. If you install it after installing Web-O-Rama, Web-O-Rama will crash when you try and open it (it also causes serious problems with Visual Basic 5 and Visual C++ 5). You will have to reinstall Web-O-Rama if you install Find It.  Reinstalling Web-O-Rama will not affect Find It.


For Visual Basic Programmers Only


Programmers using Visual Basic should be aware that I’m using VB5 with Service Pack 3 installed. The setup program for Web-O-Rama will alter some of the .ocx and .dll files. If you’re using VB4 and don’t intend to upgrade in the near future or are using VB5 and don’t want to bother with SP3, you may not want to install Web-O-Rama. It certainly won’t harm your system, but you will be unable to make .exe-only files available and rely on users to download the standard runtime files elsewhere. This has ABSOLUTELY NO EFFECT on anyone except Visual Basic programmers.


Web-O-Rama is the product of hundreds of hours of development, much of it through laborious trial and error, and currently contains over 25,000 lines of code.  I will be happy to share some of the routines with other VB programmers (who have done the same for me), but I have put too much effort into the program to give away the source code in its entirety. I welcome, however, any kind of correspondence from programmers. 
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